> #20 - « | £) : 
& of = q — : —<&&... $50 LES : f 
& 42 F247 hrs 0." Hs $4 I» {4 . - , 
I yo ont) 1 $4 a, OT to k % " 
y A . tad : 4x 2X 
A . CY "ig * * < ' - 
"» tk - of ARE < < o oy 4 x - 
1 3 __ « Y 
Xx > ' 
4 ' Peas ©, - bY . x . . 
ol ” © ? Q af = 
6 a 5 4 % -' is - Y R 
> , . 
" > OT & ,% *<© of 
Py; = . 
Pa * o 4 « 
. 
» Ro ft a 
5 Xx Y 
P . >. £ $9 
* me 
mo FA 
. 
bo »”» * 
S. 
. 


__ 


: "On, 


ANS\ BA TO A PAMPHLET | 


7, ENTITULED, i 


PE udiced tythe Fen-Drainers. 4 | 


C2 C4 ©} ,. 


aa m Jef of the Petition of Lin, 
t 


| othe Comminteefor Petitions) | 


WHEREIN 1S SET FORTH 


1 The Oi and Falſhood of that Diſcourks, 


14 RS abit Proved: » That ON SIN | 
Avi gation is AMeliorated! yeh, Fen-Drainers. 


—Written in a Letter to the Right Honourable | 
Re WILETAM Eartof BEDFORD: 
bg. : BY 


A Wel:wiſter to his Lordſhip, and'tothe noble 
=: .. .. Work of Draiming. 


P Emcrdilparoe 1 den did agus dlamtr, ; by | | 
- LONDON, © ©. _ | |} 


' Printed in che Year, is 5 FS 


} EE fo#- 3 


. 5 4 
Fi, 1 
R « 
# 
. 
A 1 
= ” # 
a> f 
oh of . by 
p. % 
Si 3 F A 
' _— 
n A % = a 
Fx < > 
42 pk. % 
; }. Fl , - 


« 
_ 
: c 4s = # « 
ef © 4,0 wt _ bl E A wo * A 
Py of 4 : 
. , ba ; 
4 : 22- a ? . 
- L : n * 
4 - e ; 
* 
- 5 Lg » PR e ” ng 
ol \ « Fa - 4 
. * *% ? '9 
. 
. 
3. 2 ; 4 ; 
bs. j i * an -” 4 
p * } Land . *.2>4 
& 
« C 4 , us a. 
F p if | 
4 
n p . "—_ 2 . "Þ 
4 X p 
» | g Y ; 
j aw «d 
5 A 
+.4 - alt. \ 
- : 4 
- * 
= \ ws — —_— 
« 
as b , . won bars Some 
%* & w ® 
, - - wy ; 
" $0 4 
/ I : % RL * ” PD 
AY ” ps 
w ht 
4 . . - = ey % bow 4 
a, . WP E- 
£ v p- #3 ; ood , } 
» % w -" 
} Ad. _ ; _ : 
_ " iO A As ; , 
! ; . Do _- OO | » | hers d 
iv; 49 an - + 
| | £ - ds a 4 Ly 
: . * - 
- k . "a? % 4 « 4 a , —_ oz 
- as , : oo, mn. © ls: j a w- 
PR % - -_ yu = i. v 
» » » o = LY 
Aſs Mt - 
wy = | % 1 
E bs 4 _— vo 
- C 3 4 > 
'M X ; i } } « % * * b, £ 
; _ s LY . p a 
. 
£ : C a Yom ® & 4 
; "We 6 ? E & 
nd ont wt - ? iy ih « + 
Y \ 4 4 Dn 
j ry. ww __ - \ 
” Ko « 
* "» * . a 0 SA bx 
ab » » k-4 "_ o \ / 
S- 7 . 
, % 2 AM pau - Ws " e.?! - 
b = i hd w - 
4 f 
2 * (| w1 : pl ond 
wo< & 
« Ll ; 
#13 
wr? , j* 
k wIE4 , " thy 
= . 2 dy"5y w op 
- ; - 
wy _ PRI” —* a * Do _ 
l £ 
- : ' » m_ 
a 4 
E _ þ 
6... 0 ow 
« 4 n 4 
v1 'f o 
"7 F _ 
4 —_ , o” ys 
4 4 A_—_ Wu 
> . ha, | $ ks 
© _— 4 #% - 
4 P 
Ps. : = ; 
Y 4 +> 
— Name 
« 4 he ky one bd 
Ge G 
i — CY 
4 þ F % 
» * [1 *%s 
z 


| ah . 
to 
. 


AT 


— "vs &; ; 
4s 1 
-"Ihs \y 
Pj 
_- 
wt o 4 
as REY ' 
_— Sew " ? 


—— | {WES 
Ax _ - 1 $ C* | 
s ,/; 4 / dhe 
2 (27 ic }- "+; 
EET 


| ge, 

þJ a: 
| AR LN 
, Mn I "NS 
o- 


MY MOST HONQURED LORD, 


— ————_  —— —— _ ——— —— 


TY PR -. Lordſhip havinig done me the honour to de- 
FO 


”, 


YL fire my opinion concerning a late Printed Ar- 
EY gument, intituled Navgution prejudiced by the 
Nl Fem-drainers, which ,was, publiſhed in the de- 
91 EDS. tence oftheZin Petition, lately,delivered to the 
SEED) Committee for Petitions; I ſhall firſt tell your 
ag F Lordſhip what reputation that Petition hath 
here in the Country amongſt indifferent and ſober men, who. do 
not ſtick to ſay 3 That it was a ſenſeleſs Petition, preſented in the 
name of the Town, whereas the chief Merchants and .Traders 
there diſclaim it; and have 'fignifyed their diſlike thereof to the 
late Parliament under their Hands;That it wasexploded by the 
Commillioners of Sewers lately ſitting at 75»;, One of -which 
C they ſay ) underſtands more of chat Outtall, and,is more con- 


cerned in- the - preſervation thereof. then all- the. Petitioners 


put together. They ſay, with much truth likewiſe, that the 
Towns of Dewner, Helgey, and Littl:port have counterpetitioned 
the Parliament, alledging that they. ought not to be deſtroyed 
( as they mult be, if this petition take place ) upon. the vain; feares 
> _ Petitioners, unleſs they broughe more reaſon for what 
hey ſay. TR OY Rs ns 

But that which is moſt wondred at hereis,that ſo little conſcience 
ſhould be uſed in the framing of that Petition; as firſt, to ſer 
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forth the Townof Zin her former flouriſhing condition in the 
time of peace, what number of Ships ſhe had, what Trade they 
drove, what Countrys ſhe enriched, what Seamen ſhe imployed, 
what Revenew was raiſed to the Commonwealth, &c. and then 
to bring her upon the ſtage ( like a defolate Widdow ) lament- 
ing her loſt glory, and imputing all this miſery ( rs, to a 
Dam made by the Adventurers, about one year and an half fince, 
neer a place called Salters Load, and about fixteen miles from the 
Town of Lzz : when all men know , that thechange ("if any ſuch 
be)it is the effett of the /ate diſturbances at Sea; and that is the com- 
mon Fate ofall the Port Towns of England, And they ſay confi- 
dently, that it would have been much worſe with them at L3-, if 
the Fenns had not been undertaken, whereby ſo much Honey 
and Trade hath been brought thither. | 
Burtit is ſuppoſed, that this Artifice was uſed, only to accompa- 
ny and aggravate the Clamours, which were ſtirred up in other 
places by Sir /ob» Mainard and his Agents, upon deſign doubtleſſe 
to overthrow the whole work, by the forcible impreſſion which 
that noife might make upon the ſuddain with perſons, that were 
not well acquainted with the preſent and former condition of this 
Country, And it is thought, that many complaints came in, thae 
would not have appeared, but that Sir 064» gave, them aflurance 
by his Letters (that were publiquely read in ſome places in the . 
Level ) thatthey ſhould not doubt to have their Land again ; for 
there were but fixſcore of the Parliament ; and that he was ſure 
of fourſcore of them on his ſide. | 
My Lord, this being the common talk and opinion here-of 
this Petition, I can aſſure your Lordſhip ,- that it will receive no 
increaſe of reputation or credit, by any thing that is alledged in 
this printed Argument 5 which may as well conclude, That Tew- 
gerden Steeple is the cauſe of Goodwin Sands, as that the Dam at Salters 
Load is the cauſe of the filling of Lis Haven, But now to begin, 
The Petitioners are ſorry, he ſaith, to ſec ſo much tergiverſation uſed, 
&c. Whatis meant by tergiverſation or unwillingneſs to give or 
TEcelve 
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receive ſatisfaction I knownot. To the Scandalous Petiti-- 
on of Sir 70h» Mainardthe Adventurers gave in their Anſwer 
at large, and printedit. To the Petitions of Cambridge and 
Lin, becauſe they contained matter of Fat already heard and 
determined before Legal Judges, they Petitioned to have the 
opinion of the Parliament whether they ſhouldAnſwer or no, 
and thereunto annexed their reaſons, which' are likewiſe 
irr Print,and not Anſwered nor pretended to be by this Cham- 

ton for the L:» Petition, A Conference with the Drainers was 
never deſired, and if it be, it will (no doubt) be embraced, 
for they are apt enough to believe ( as the Defender faith) ' 
that no good work hath its perfeition at firſt, and if they can 
be convinced of any defects or omiflions in their works, they 
will no doubt be willing to amend it. But for the Levirze 
and Blaſphemie which the Defenders pleaſed to note in the ex- 
preſfiion of et Draining the Seas nor the Skies, he is too ſharp. 


- andcenſorious; it was an Tronical ſpecch, which that Ingeni- 


ous Gentleman, who wrote thoſe ſhort Anſwers and publiſh- 
ed them upon his own account, is very well able to de- 


fend. $258 3 | 
And now weare come to the Daw at Saltars Load, alledged 


to be thePrincipal cauſeof theſe miſchiefsand fears. - 


The Condition of the Draining withoat prejudice to Navig- 
tion is admitted : and we ſhall notdiffer about the word Pre- 
judice; call it Dammage or Injury, which you will, and-he 
need not trouble the Great Charter of Exgland, nor ſo many 
other cited Statutes, to prove that #0 prejudice ought to be done 
$0 Navigation. For thatis not the queſtion, The Adventurers. 
deny, any prejudice to be done 3. and ſoit appeared at Z/, in 
March laſt, before the Commiſhoners ; where the ſame Ar-. 
guments were uſed, that are now, and fix Witnefles exa- 
mined on either ſide. | | 

But I cannot allow what Inference that he would make : that 

| A.-3 becauſe: 
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becauſe a private man may not ſet a Saſſe,or make a Dam over 
_ a'Navigable River; therefore neither Commiſſioners of Sew- 
ers, nor the Drainers ( though they have an Act of Parlia- 
ment, which particularly inables them to ſet Sluces and Safles ) 
may doit. Ifthat were ſo, why is it named in the AG? for 
every one knoweth that Saſſes are only ſet uponNavigable Ri- 
vers. And itis well known,that Francs late Earl ot Bedford, 
your Lordſhips Father, did erect a Saſſe at Welcreake ( which 
the Defender calls the River of Nean.) by the povyver of Zn 
Lavv only, vvbich vvas never preſented as a Nuiſance, but 
contrarivviſe the Watermen themſelves have deſired it might 
be repaired and upheld, and fo it vyas accordingly. | 

And for that the Defender faith, becauſe they conld not be 
heard , he meanes, prevaile ( for heard all men knovv they 
vvere,& vvith much patience)at Peterburgh,nor at Ely,they were 

forced to flee tothe Parliament. So may any unjuſt or vexatipus 
perſon'fay ; Becauſe Iam overthrovyvn at. Lavv, I vvill try 
vvhat the Legiſlative povver vvill do for me: 

.But the Defender hath plain and evident Demonſtrations and 
Proofs. What his Proofs are, it doth not appear, being taken 
by the Committee of Petitions and not publiſhed ; but this I 
ſhall fay, that if the Deponents be Watermen or Commo= 

' ners they are Parties; and if they depoſe to matter of opini- 
on ( towit ) that theſe Dams and Saſles are the Cauſes of the 
pretended prejudice; they are no competent Witneſles, it be- 
ing-matter of Art,:wherein they can have no knowledge, 

What his Demonſtrations are comes now to be examined, 
and they coxſeſt he ſaith of two heads. | 
I. That their Navigation hath received of late very real and con- 
f[iaerableprejudice,, : 
2c That the Unadertakers for Draining are the _Anthors of it, 

The [ix Rrvers, there enumerated, 4d lye, ſaith he, all open, 

and the Tides from Sea dia put intothem more or leſs,Cc, 

It 
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- into :ſome of theſe Rivers 3 whic 
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-Itis true, the Tides, at leaſt the x ary. Med did put up 
was the occaſion of 
drowning the Level. For when the Spring Tides meet with 
the Land Waters that came down thoſe Rivers, they were 
driven over the ſurface of the Level; and the mouthes of 


- moſtof theſe Rivers were'o filted up by the Tides, that they 


were deeper and broader above,'then they were below : and 
at this time it is like that ſome of them might have been land- 
ed by this two years drought, if not prevented by the Safle; 
even On/e itſelf as high as Z/y; and ſo Navigation loſt, and 
the Level deſtroyed, and the Rivers left to find new Channels, 
C as that of W5/b:icb was, before the Draining ) the Tides being 
ſtronger then the Freſh water , through the Drought , and 
therefore not able to ſcoure-out the ſilt. And he. muſt note 

the way, that much. of this water which nowfalls out at 
£iz, had formerly its iflue at W:/6:ch, which was' then a very 


conſiderable Haven - and this appears by the large Channels 


of the Weſt water, & of the old River of Fel/nea;which diver- 
fion, hapning / as it is ſuppoſed) by the negle&t of Commiſh- 
oners of Sewers, was the decay of Wiſbich Haven, and the 
making of Li»: by whichit is evident, that it is the abound- 
ance of freſh that keeps theſe outfalls open, and not the Tides: 
For if it were pofhble to ſeta Sluce or Saffe within half a mile 


' of the Town of Lzv, that ſhould ſtop outtthe Tides from com- 


ing up the River ; If the Saſle or Safſes could be made great 
enough, that Haven, by raifing the water from within by the 
faledore:, to: let it 'goe at low Water, might be; as well 
fcowred and kept open, as it is now - and that is clear. in zhe 
Harbour of Dover, ("cited by the Defender ) that a very ſmall 
freſh kept up'high by the help ofa Sluce;,. and. let goe in the 
time ofthe:E bbe, ſcowres that Harbor and keepes it open. 1 
doe not ſpeake this, that I am againſt the coming in of the 


Tides Nor have the Adventurers fallen upon that way of 


draining, 
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draining. Foritis weltknown that the Sea flowes up from 


L1», almoſt twenty miles. in his old Channel ; and where he 


is ſtopped from going the old way, he hath a new River, and 
a large Waſh provided to receive him; which are of much 
larger receipt, then all the five Rivers put together. Aud 
whereas he ſaith that th? O/d Channel of the Of? # areper then 
the New-lt is not generally true. In ſome places it is deeper, 
and in others it is not two footdeep, as at E/, Stretham, Wil- 


lingham,&c. when as the new River is cighe and ten foot - 


deepin ſome places, and in none lefle then fix foot, And 
that was the reaſon, why that narrow Cut was made below 
E/, at Raſſe/: becauſe the Water there { which running in a 
broad Channel, they had not above 14. inches water many 
times, and the Liters were forced to ſtay for a Spring-Tide to 
help them over ) being now contracted into a narrower Cut 
keepsconſtantly three and four foot water. Butofthis there 
"will be occaſion to ſpeak hereafter. 


Thetrue ſtate of Navigation here formerly wasthis. The 


Fens being under Water, as they were a great part ofthe year, 
the Watermen vvere much troubled to keep vvithin the Ri- 
vers, and therefore they vvere at the charge every year to 
have them beakoned out. Their hailing Horſes and their 
Boyes that drove them, vvere forced to go up to the middle 
in Water, and vvhen they cameto a Dike or Slovv, that they 
vvere to paſſe, { vvhich vvere very many in the Fens ) 

vyecrefainto take in the Boy and Horſes into the boat, and ſet 
them out again vyhen they vvere paſt it, vyhich vyas no ſmall 
hindrance and loſle of tune, beſides the death of ſo many 
Boyes and Horſes vvith this unreaſonable dealing. And 


vvhen a Land-flood came dovvnfrom St. Ives 'vvith a We- 


_ ſternly or Southernly Wind, thecurrent vvas fo ftrong, and 
the footing ſo bad forHorſes, that they yvere forcedto lye fill 
.a vveck together. Their ſummer Navigation vras = , 
vyhen 
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whenthe Tprings were very low they could-come with their 


Keeles no higher then M-dzie Cole or Helgie Houſe, being: a= 
bout twelve miles ſhort of E/y, by reaſon of a Cravel there, 
that at a low Water was not above eiphteen inches'dJeep;- but: 
moſtcoimnmonly the Keeles came up ro Lambs Weare; four 
miles ſhort of ®/y, and there: they ſtayed” to empty' their La-- 
ding into Liters, and thoſe Liters when they came tothe Gra- 
vel at! Raſſel, they were forced to ſtay for a Spring-Tide to 
help them:over, the neaps not coming up ſo high, and if the 
Wind fat ſo as to keep back the Tides, they were fain to ſtay 
eill another Spring, At Stretham, Twenty Pence and Villing- 
ham gravels they were in a worſe condition; for the Tides not 


- reaching up thrther, they were forced to ſtay there{ſometime 


till-a freſh cainedown, and-ſometimes. to take their gangs of 


. Liters aſunder,and to hate them'over-one by one, ſtill enipty-" 


mg and raking in again, Which Paſlage was ſo troubleſome,” 
and ſo farre about, that after: Bedford River. was. made, the: 
Watermen:preſently'forſook this Navigation round about 


by-2/z,and catryel all-their Commodities up Beaford River,in: 


a Straight Channel] from Sa/ters Lvad to Erith St.fves, Hunting 
zor, and the parts adjacent. '- Which was a plain confeſhon, 
that the Drainers new Rivers arc better for Navigation, then; 
their:Qld:ones; - Theſe of which Bedford river the Country. 
had for the ſpaceof fourteen or ſixteen years without: paying 

onefarthing for that beriefit. and I am perſwaded-that if bur 
two pence a Tun had been taken for that paſſage( as might-in 

Juſtice have been done) it would haye raiſed-almoſt money: 
enough.to haye perfeGted this ſecond draining. 'But theſe Wa- 
tefrnen are 8-kifd of: people, my Lard,; that: for all the good 
you.dothem;you-mult expect nothing but railing ; which is 

ſo cyſtomarieamongſtthem;that they cannot forbear one a+ 
nother.. But I wanderiit, ſhould: be:fathered-upon-wam the 
lababiants of tha Town of fin, who-candotbe: ignorant: that 


_ 
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the improvement of the Fens will make their Port the third 
( ifnot the fecond) of Emg/end. - But ſuch is the perverſe na- 
ture of ſome men, that when they have once embraced an Er- 
rour, they'wH! employ all their witts to make it good, 

To which end this Defender of the Zi» Petition, hath ta- 
ken the pains to trace all the Rivers from one end to the other; 
and quarrels with your Lordſhip, becauſe he cannot go the old 
way from Li» to Peterbargh, by March and Ramſey ( which is 

above ſixtie miles) whereas now wiszch river 15 opened by 
your Lordſhip and Participants, he may go that way above 
twenty miles nearer. Thefeare the injuries he complaines 

x. Concerning the R:ver of Onſe, he ſaith, that it is now laid 
dry between Erith and Harrimry. 1 confeſs there is not much 
water at preſent, and yet Boats do daily paſs that way, 
through the Safle at the Hermitage ( as the Safſe-Keeper will 
be depoſed.) Andthe reaſon why there bath been fo little 
water there this Summer isz becauſe the Watermen would 
not ſuffer that Saſſe to ſtand open, in regard that ie drew down 
theriver ſo low upwards, that they wanted water to get up 
to 87, Ives: But as the Springs riſe again, and the Drajners 
become Maſters of their own works ( which hitherto they 
havenotbeen ) there will be a ſufficient Navigation that way, 
But for 4 Bad? of fifteen: Tin to paſſe that way, if any ſuch thing 
were'( whereof I am very doubtfull ) I am fure it muft be 
when'the Fens were extreamly drowned. And ſuch a depth 
of water ought not to be expetted again, | 

'.2. «ft Harrimer, he ſaith, there was eight or me fort water. 
Therehe cquivocatesagain, Forit is viſible, there cannot be 
fuch adepth:of water, unleſs it be when the Feng are very 
much drowned, forthe mouthofthat River, being gaged, is 
aot four footdcep fromthe Level! ſoiles and the Watermen 
cannot deny, that the Grant there was fo flepped' up! _ 

; L mud, 
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mud and Oaſle, that $f. 7ves water brought down, thet no 
Boat could paſle in and out that River : in ſo much that 
Gentleman of this Country, willing to befriend them, made 
a ſhort Cut through bis own Several, through which they 
palle to this day ( paying a ſmall duty ) and left the main 
Channel, it being unſerviceable. FE es 
3. For the narrow Cot at Raſſhill below Ely,and the Dam there, 
or Overtoe, though ſomewhat hath been ſaid already, yet 
thus much more I muſt tell him ; That as ſoon as that ſto 
was made, the water in the River at E/y was raiſed, from ſe- 
venteen inches, to three foot and an half; and that according- 
ly this ſtop ſerves to raiſe the Water in $Gre#? as high, and high- 
er, then the Tides did formerly raiſe it, And for the warrow- 
neſſe of the ſaid Cut, ( ſo much complained of by this Defen= 
der ) it is neer 20. foot wide, and being about one mile in 
length, there are four Triangles (or broad ſpaces) made on 
purpoſe for boats to paſſe by one another ; and ſince the Safs 
is ſetat the end of it, Boats go up with much eaſe, that is to ſay, 
a Gang of Liters is haled up with one or two Horſes at 
the moſt. | = 
| That #heſe Rivers ave ſeanted with water becauſe the Tides ave 
kept out, isa miſtake, For the freſh water doores of the Safs 
at Salters Load do holdup the frefh to ſupply the want of the 
Tides; So that this Saſs / which heſo much quarrels at ) hath 
not only preſerved that part of the River thar lyeth behind ie 
from being filted up this Summer, as high as Ely, being about 
twenty miles off; but likewiſe hath kept ſuch a plump water 
all this dry ſeaſon in that and the other rivers, ſometimes eyen 
| Level with the ſoile, that no Waterman (that hath any hone- 
ſtie ) but maſt confeſs and acknowledge the advantage they 
have had byir. | 
- 4+ Tothed:layand — paſſing the Saſſe at Salters Load. 1 
have my Lord, inquired, and I find, that there is a free paſſage 
| B 2 granted 


#: "+ HR : 
granted at all times, even to a Tmall'Boat that comes alone 
with a load of Turf, ortheltke ; whichis more, then is fitt to 
be done with a Salle of the.conſequence this is ; and that there 
is no danger before or behind (if Watermen will not be 
careleſs.) nothalf ſo much as paſſing through Zomwdon Bridge 3 
.and of above 30000. Boats at leaſt that have gone through, I / 
cannot hear of above One that was overturned, which was at 
the ſtopping of theOu/e and making of theDam, the flood being 
then letin through the Saſs, firſt of all, & all Watermen ſtay- 
ed till Level water,except one of them who would venture to 
have the reputation of the firft going through the Saſs, ſo that 
it was the Watermans fault, who would not be ruled by the 
Salle keeper; but no goods or men loſt. Indeed Order was 
given, that Boats ſhould not paſlein the night time, or on the 
Lords Day ( and it isfitt it ſhould be obſerved ) but as it was 
ſaid before, the Drainers are not Maſters of their own works; 
nor can expect to be,as long as the Watermen are encouraged 
by the like Petitions. Þ | 

Now he comes to ſpeak again of the fitting of Lin haver. 
It will be necellary to ſay ſomewhat of the nature of that Ha- 
yen, | It isabour ten miles from Zz/ haven to the Deeps ; all 
that way the Tide comes over a quick or moveable ſand, 
where the Channel alters very often : in ſo much that the 
Town is at the charge of one hundred markes per a, to have it 
marked and beakoned out. And the ſhips that are inward 
bound, if they. cannot reach the Port with the Tide of flood, 
they are neceffitated to fall back again into the Deeps, for 
fear of the Sands. And it is no wonder that this Hayen is 
apt to ſilt, when the wind & Tides raiſe the Sandsfand lodge 
them there; but for him to conclude ; That a/ theſe Prejudi- 
ces ani nccnventences are io be imputed to the taking away of 
the freſh water of Necn, axd to the Dam mide at Salters Load. 1 ſee 
not the leaſt probable conſequence, FE 


For 
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For that part of Neaz, which came down at Welcrih, was: 
not conſiderable; butin times: of Land Floods, when 'the Fens 
were drowned;and the Town of ##561ch(to whom' that river 


doth rightly belong,to maintain their Outfals)cannot be with- 


out it. For ſeeing the river of Feland is appropriated to 
Spalring ( by the late ACt of Parliament for draining, &c.) 


and that the Weſtwater, and the old river of ##/nee are carry- 


ed to Lin( which went formerly to :5bich ) it were great in- 
juſtice to deprive them of one drop of the Nean; unleſle he 
will ſay, that no conſideration isto be had of any Town, but 
Lin. pL Freth 

And now the Defender is at :he Dam again, and that muſt 
be theprincipal Eauſe, becaule he ſaith foz for having followed 
him in and out ( as the river of 0#/e did formerly run) where 
he is ſometimes at fourthly, then ſecondly, then thirdly, then 
ſecondly again, then thirdly, then firſt, then fourthly, then 
ſifthly, then ſixthly, then fourthly,then laſtly, then ſecondly, 
and then thirdly, Ido not find, 1n all this labyrinth of clauſes, 


- any thing like a Demonſtration, or indeed like a probable 


Argument: but(by his leave). I will give. him a Demonſtra- 
tion to. the contrary, that will trouble him to Anſwer. - 


The Outfall of Z:z hath five rivers, and about an - 


hundred Land Brookes, which diſcharging themſelves 


a— into theſe rivers, run all out at.Z/z Hayen ; beſides. all 


the Downfall of the 'Middle ; and; South Levels; of 

arlhiand, N2edham, Coldham,ſouth of Wisbieb;C hurchs 

field, Playficlt,&c.the Lands on the North fide of Dawn- 

ham, amounting to above 309909. acres beſides the 

- . river which comes from ?extrey, andthe flux and; re- 
flux of the Sea 30, miles into the Land. ';- +» oh 7 

The three Oatfalls of 7i5bic5, Spaldine,and Buffon, 

. - are keptopen by four ſmall rivers only, which do not 

all ofthem bring down ſo much water as :comes down 


to Lin, B 3 * And. 
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And therefore the Outfall of Zi# muſt neceſſarily 
be kept open, and by conſequence the Haven and Na- 
vigation maintained. Fo 

And whereas he ſaith,that 7be 0Out/all may be maintzjned as to 

Draining, and yet the Navigetion leſt by reaſon that the Channel 

114y grow #00 narrow; Thatsa meer Fancie of his owu, for the 

narrower the deeper ; and it can never be ſonarrow, but that 
there will be room for ſhips to palle. 

' _ Now to give him the true reaſon of the preſent decay, and 
ſilting of L» Haven and river, I ſay, firſtit is ſoall over Eng- 
land : lethim inquire of the Thames, the Severn, the Trent, 
( the nobteſt rivers of this Iſland ) or, which arencerer, Neay, 
Welland, Glin, Withen ; and he will find, they are all this year 
extreamly {ilted, and the water carriage much riſen; for this 
cauſe alone, that the freſh hath been ſo weak and low theſe 
two laſt years. that it hath not been able to carry away the 
ſilt which the Tides put up. And when Providence will, that 
the Springs riſe, and the Brooks run again, all this ſilt and ſand 
will be ſcowred out and carryed away. | | 

And this ſhall be confirmed by the reaſon, he urgeth from 

Sir Cornelius Yermmyden, and which is taken as granted by 
himſelf, where he faith, that zbe height and ſift running of the 
freſs #4 that, which grindeth and keeps open a Channel, Now 
pray, my Lord, let meask him thisqueſtion. . When Bedford 
water comes down contracted and lifted up. between the 
North and the South Banks, from Erith to Salters Load, whe- 
ther doth he not think that it will be a higher water, then ever 
yet was upon the Fens3 and (by conſequence) comeſwifter, 
and with a greater force towards Li», then when it came 
twenty miles about by £/, and ſpread it ſelf over the whole 
Level, where it was carryed up and down with every wind, 
and there lay ſocking into the Fens, till a_great part of it was 
dryed up by the Sun, which ſhall hereafter (by reaſon - _ 

anks 
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banks ) come down a fwift current, whole, and without 
any diminution ? | 

The proof whereof is apparent, by the waſh that runs from 
Peterbargh to Guyhern; when (in the year 1650, and 1651.) 
the water came down in ſix hours, from Pererburgh towibich, 
which was formerly a week, or a forthnight in coming 3 and 
was,atthe lower end of that waſh, five or ſix foot above the 
Level! ſoile; which ſent ſuch a ſtream through1bich Town, 
that the like was never ſeen before ; Boats could hardly ſteere 
chrough the Fridge; and it did grind the Channell { below 
the Horſhoe) nine or ten foot deeper, then it wasz which is 


 atmoſtanincredible thing to be done with one flood ; ifcheck- 


ed the Tide ( which uſually flowes np to £/deynel) and turned 
it back to Sea, ar the Horſhoe 5 which I can very well affirm; 
for I ſaw it my ſelf, and I doubt not, bue I may ſee the Hke on 
the other fide ofthe Country. - | 3 v7" 


. Tothat he ſaith myLord ) that the water # « fiee' Blement 


and ouzht not to bereſtraized, all that is but childiſh Rhetorick, 
For all men know, that Fire and'Water are good Seryants, but 
ill Mafters; and chat it ought to be reftrained, when other- 
wile it would drown a whole Coutitty, asthis did. /- And for 
the diſcourfe,de Mari /ibero, & MeriClauſo,T confeſlethey are 
much better handled, then his Argument; and yer he may 
obfervethus much by the way 5 Fhar the Hollanders (who 


plead ſo mucivfor Mare #berwm are the greatelt Imprifoners 


and reſtrainers of waters inthe world, © 
For the Saffes and:Sluces intheir Country- ar&innumerable; 
by which they have the benefit of water carriage to and from 


every Town- andquite comrary herein Englaxd, men have: 


ſer Mills, andereted/weares over moſt of the Navigable ri- 
vers, to the greatobſtruction of Navigation;- Butif#Safſe be 
ſer up for theadvamageofit ( asthisclearly 1s) The great: Cler- 
tn of Eng/and mult becalled upon to beat dowti: a fuppoſed 
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Prejudice; which'could notin thoſe times bethoughtof; That: 


ingenious Invention being ſome hundreds of years younger, 
then that Stathe. Whereas the Navigation from London to 

Reazing.and ſo Weſtward, could not be maintained, but by:the 

Locks and Safles upon the River, and ſo: likewife upon many 
other Navigable Rivers of Exg/and, oo hn 
As for his Milkieway; ifhe cite that, in commendation of 
the river of 0x/e; I muſt tell him, that it was one of the worſt 
Navigable Rivers of £»g/and and (before the: Drainers remo-. 
ved them ) the fulleſt of Weares, Shallows, and: Gravels, For 


it was uſual; here in the Fens ' { to ſave the charges of ma+ 


king Bridges ) to fill the rivers with gravell, which ( as it wore 
away ) they ſupplyed. every year by common dayes work - 


and I muſt do the Fen-men that right; that in-this-particular- 


” 


they were very.induſtrious. ,: FA po 
Now the Defender is at his Rhetorick again, and (having 
fancied to himſelftheloſle of the Port. of Li). he declames 
upon #he Conſequence and impertanie, that Sea Ports are ta this Na- 
zion, which is confeſſed ; but'it'is told bim again; that-the de- 
cay-of Trade and ſhippmgis canſed;by the diſturbance at! fei, 
as aforeſaid, whereasherlaith;that theyrhad eighty ſal of ſhips 
formerly. Ican tell him, thatthe Port of Dover (by;him 'here 
mentioned )had before the late Warre, abovea. hundred faile 
of better ſhips; and I could wiſh, that they. had: twenty lefts 
Their cuſtomes came to abaye fifty thouſand: ipounds per. ez, 
and do not now riſe to four thouſand pound per anv;: which 'is a 
greater fall,:then that he ſpeakes.of; and yet no: Drainers 
caineneer.them. - :; - + ie are dt oft top on | 
- But ſuppoſing with him, that the. Trade ſhould return again. 
(I perceive by this, that he hath ſome;hope. left: rhere will 
9t be Reetes and Boats enongh( be feares) to carry up all their Come 
moaitics, What Keeles and:Boats dobelong to. all the rivers, 
that run through the greatLevel; is morethenany man. living 
| can 
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can tell; and it would require more time and charge to brinp 
in a true particular of them, then the knowledge is worth ; 
fo that for a man to affirm, hat rhere are not weſſels enough to 
carry up eight voyages #4. a year, ( not knowing what Veſſels 
there are belonging to the ſaid Rivers.) is an Aﬀertion' at 
Random';z and no credit ought 'to- be given'to any Ccon- 


cluſion, drawn from ſo uncertain premities. Ifthey have not 


Keeles or Lighters enough, who hinders from building more ? 
for if their Gangs of Lighters did reach from Lambs Weare 
to Cambridge ( which is above thirty miles ) what hinders bur 


thatthey may all paſle, one after another, and moye-all toge- 


ther, For they never had but one haling ſide,\and ( by conſe- 


quenee )came one after another, which they may ſtill do: with - 


much more eaſe and convenience ; for they come up! now 
with their Keeles to L1mbs Weare, and ſometimes to therSluce 
or Saſſe at R3/z1, as they did formerly; there:they unload: 
into Liters, as they did formerly : andI would fainknow why 
they ſhould be above ten or twelve hours getting up to Caze-: 
bridge, being leſs then. thirty miles 3 conſidering, that they 
ſtop for no Gravel], as before; and. haying-a conſtant. Water 
and that they have.dryLand for their haling Horſes and Boyes, 
which they had not before;and that they canhale in the nighe 
time, which before they could not,the fens being drowned, . 
From Lin to the great Safſle they: come in four hours, 
from thence to Lambs IVeare, faut hours, from thence- 
to: Cambridge «twelve; houres ( in. all- twepty houres ) the. 
Navigation from LZi# to Cambridge is performed. Sothathis 
Mmltiplex Prejudicium, is. indeed :Adultiplex Beneficium;and he 
might have ſpared his expreſſion of Ha/fing out the Navigation, 
and that ba/fthi-Marriners maſt either, beg or fiarve, and anſwer 
to this-queſtion,: What would have become of half their 
Watermen, theſe twoJlaſt years, when their Forraign Trade 
failed them, tfthey haq not taken four or five thouſand pound 
of the Draigers money for Rs of Cole-ſeed, Wheat, 
an 
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and other Commodities, which grew in the Fens by occaſi- 
on-of this Draining ? oy | 

And whereas he ſaith, that :hovgh the Cmſtomes be raiſed to one 
thouſand three hundred pound this year at Lin by the Fen-commodi- 
ties, yet there is as much more loſt in the revenew of Coles and ſalt. 
Every one knoweth, that there was never any Cuſtome paid 
for Coles, and Salt, that were brought from Newca/tle to Lin. 

Now he goes on: The/ſeare the Petitioners proofs of preju- 
are, ec. Hemuſtnot make me believe, that he hath proved 


” any thing as yet ; norhath been in the way to doit, the que- 


{tion not being rightly ſtated. . Andthat which follows, con= 
cerning Neaz, Harrimer, and the Cntt of Raſſhill ( being but re- 
petitions, and already anſwered) I paſſe by ; and meet him 
(the third time ) aſſaulting the Dam at Salters Load; meaning 
toblow it up with 4» 47gument of ( him that made it) Sir Cor- 
nelimeFernyden , wherein (though enough hath been ſaid al- 
ready, to ſatisfie any indifferent man, yet ) becauſe I hope 
this will be his laſt Aſſault, I ſhall edeavour to defend it. 

Tt ia Principle, ſaith he, not denyed by the undertakers, that no 
inland Harbour can poſſibly be preſerved witheut a ſufficient backwa- 
ger to /coure it out, This is confeſſed - but if he mean by his back- 
water, that it muſt neceffarily be the Tides ; that 1s not gene- 
rally true, For all the Havens in the Mediterranean, and in the 
Arches, and the Black Sea, are preſerved by the freſh only ; 
there being (as all men know ) no flux or reflux in thoſe ſeas- 
Bur to 'anſwer him” again- - ſuppoſing that the five Rivers , 
Brooks, and Downfall C as aforeſaid ) be not ſufficient ( which 
certainly they are-) to keep-open Zin Haven; yet they have 
the Tides flowing up thirty miles into the Country; and a 
IargeReceptacleto boot, which will-hold much more water, 
then all the other Rivers. Willnothing ſerve his turo, 'bur 
that they muſt flow in, juſt the ſame way they did: before ? 
Thatthe Haven of Lis, and the Channel to Sea are ſufficiently 

[ 
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; Preſerevd, this will confute all hath been ſaid to the cohtrary. 


About ten dayes ſince, there was a Ship of four hundred Tun, 
laden with Wheat (of the grouth of the Fens) ſet fail from 
that Port bound for Spazz, as T take it ; and though ſhe did 
not take in her full lading, till ſhe came to the Deeps; yet 
ſhe could not draw lefle then ſixteen foot water,. when ſhe fell 
down. TI do believe ( my Lord) thata Ship of that burthen 
hath not formerly been ſeen there; and indeed the Defender 
{ when he ſpeakes of the Shipping belonging to Lis ) ſaith, that 
they had eighty ſaile, from two hundred Tin downwards, ' Let 
this be well weighed; and then let him tell me, whether 
there were any juſt cauſe for this great outcry to the late Par 
liament, which (I hear ) hath coſt them two. hundred pound 
in bringing up their witneſles, and other charges. - S757 

What the operation of a Receptacle ( or Indraught is, I 
will give him one pregnant inſtance ; and thatis in Newendes 
Levell, in Kent, where Sir Thom ( ulpeper(a moſt experienced, 
and ingenious Commiſſioner of Sewers } by making a ſmall 
Indraught, hath gained ſuch a Channel, that a Ship of two hun- 
dred Tun may ride at a low water, where a fmall boat could 
hardly come before - and the reaſon is clear. For that the 
Tides ſtanding in a Receptacle (' which ebbs drie) the filt ſet- 
teth to the bottome, and the Water returns clearer and thin- 
ner, thenitcamein;z and ſo haththe ſame operation in ſcow- 
ring out the Channel], as if it were a freſh - which is not ſo 
when it floyves up intothe five Rivers ( as he vvould have it) 
by reaſon that ('being alvvaies in motion ) it hath not time to 
ſettle ſo much; nor can it{ that vvay )everebbe dry; Which 
is enough. tO prove, that the neyv vvay-(the Tides novy flovy) 
1s much better for the keeping open of the Channell and Out- 
fall, then the Old. | 

I deſire to knoyy of the Defender , vvhy the Haven and 
Channel at Livis ever better = Winter then in Summer 3 _ 

; 2 vv 
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vvhy, in the year 1648. the Outfall became deeper then it had 
been in many years before or ſince? vvas it not the great freſh 
that came dovvn that year? All the Sluce-keepers on Marſh- 
land ſide cantell him this ; and thatin Summer time the Tides 
gain upon thefreſh, ſilting the Channel! in ſome places four, 
_ fix, and teri foot high ; and that in Winter the freſh gains upon 
the Tides, and carryes all that ſand out again, vvhich the Sum 
mer had brought in, | 
 Asfor the Argument he takes from Sir Cornelins : nothing 
can make more againſt him ( as vvas ſaid before.) For if the 
higher and contracted Water do the execution, it muſt be 
that which comes down between the new banks. 

What Fal/ there is between Elyand Liz, isnot materiall , for 
the ſame fall remains ſtil] for:the four leſſer Rivers: but the 
Adventurers baye mended the fall of the 0»/e ; which by 
new Bedford River, bath the ſame fall in twenty one miles run- 
ning, thatit had before in forty, But where he ſaith, That the 
Keeler came up withintwelve mules of Cambridge, he muſt be ar- 
reſted for that fallacie ; and told, that / if ever any ſuch thing 
was))the Fens were then very much drowned: otherwiſe I do 
affirm (upon view taken ) that itis impoſhble. And truly in 
this particular he muſt be looked to, when he ſpeakes of eight 
or nine foot water at Harrimer ; of ten foot above the low water 
Aturke at Salters Load; and of Xeeles coming up to Willingham, or 
Erith; it muſt be-when the Fens are deep covered with water, 
For when there 1s eight foot water at Harrimey, the Fens are 
drowned then five foot deep, gaged by W. P.' And then (for 
ought I know ) a Keele might have gone any where croſle the 
Fens ; -But I hope he doth not exped this from the Drainers, 
who muſt keep the water rather two foot below the ſoy], then 
two foot above it. | | | | 

And now,my Lord, being almoſt quite tyred with-following 
this wanderer,throngh his perplexed method, iand vain repe- 
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titions,(in purſuit ofthe Demonſtration he Promiſed long agoe) 
do find, that he hath proved nothing : but that he is put upon 
a Subject, which he doth not underſtand. And Lam at length 
arrivedat his _Lnſwers to the Drainers Objefions, as he calls 
them; though indeed very few of them belong to the Drain=- 
ers, but to the Gentlemen ({ mentioned before ) who wrote 
the ſhort and full Anſwers; but to ſuch as are materiall ( and not 
anſwered in the precedent diſcourſe) I ſhall give ſhort Replies. 

He ſaith, That he bottome of the old River is deeper then the 
»ew.In ſome places it 1s,& in ſome places it is not,as aforeſaid, 
That the Tides are half ſpent, before they run up into the new Rivers, 
They may be halfſpent at Zi»; but if he ſay, that they are half 
ſpent at Sa/rers Load, it 1s apparantly otherwiſe. For at this 
preſent they flow between three and four hours there, as they 
did formerly. And for his exception to that expreſſion, That- 
the Tides do flow as high into the Country as farmerly ; the mean- 
ing is plain, The Tides have raiſed the water at the Hermitage; 
and they did no more at Harrimey 3 and that Harrimer is no 
further from Sa/ers Load(ina ſtraight line )then the Hermitage, 

2. Tohis Anſwer to the ſecond 05jedtion. Tt is true, that 
at Ely ſome of the Country did obje, that /t was not the Under- 
takers but the dry Seaſon had drained the Fens, and ſo deſired reſpite 
of judgement,and to hold the poſſeſſion of their Lands till farther 
trial of the works. But doth any man think, that this was a rea- 
ſonable motion ? you contract with me for five hundred pound 
to build youan houſe; and when tis finiſhed, I demand my 
money. No. you will have a years tryall, to ſee if the houſe 
will ſtand or no,and after another year, & ſo i» infinitym,T his 
3s the Drainers Caſe. They were tyed by the At to:imbank 


the rivers, ſo as they ſhould not overflow the Level; this was 


proved to be done ſufficiently and according to the Act; What 
could the Lords and-other Commiſſioners at £/y, (or any juſt 


-man-ſay)but that-they muſt have therrLand after theperform- 


ance of their undertaking,according to their contra? And 
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And yet their Lordſhips,and the reſt of the Commiſſioners did - 
ſo farre incline tothe Country , as that an offer was made by 
them, ( with the conſent of the undertakers ) that the Coun- 
try, (giving ſccurity for the rent of the Lands, to be paid only 
in caſe they were not drowned ) ſhould have the experience 
of another year; but the Country , after conſideration had, 
returned a Negative. 

But he ſaith, That they made »ſe of 4 ary ſeaſon fo g4im ajudgment, 
##d of the ſame drought to excuſe the prejudices done to Navigation. 
I do wonder with what forehead this can be aftirmed, for it is 
well known, that the Drainers did not go about to excuſe any 
Prejudices done to Navigation 3 but they ſtood upon it then 
( as they do {till ) that no Prejudice at all was, or is done; 
And they did prove it, both by Watermen, Merchants, and 


 : others of skill , who came then from ſounding the Channell ; 


and did depoſe preciſely , to the ſeverall depths, both below, 
and on this fide Li»; which did ſo clearly evince , what the 
Watermen had alledged ; that the Court was fully fati(- 
fied. Andthe ſaid Commiſſioners upon examination drew 
this Confeſkon from one of their chief Watermen of Zi»; 
( whom they brought as a Witneſfle, E//s,by name ) that if 
the freſh Water doores of the Safle at Sa/fers.Lo:d be kept ſhut, 
the Navigation was as good as ever. | 

3, That Navigation was never ſo bad formerly in the greateſt 
droughts. T makeſome Queſtion of that. For it will be pro- 
ved, thatin a dry Seaſon formerly, an empty Boat could 
hardly getup to Cambridge; And that the Keeles could not 
get higher then Stow Bridge - whereas this Summer the . 
Keeles have come up conſtantly to Zambs Weare, and ſome- 
times to the Saſle at Re//b:/;, and the Liters have daily ( with- 
Out any impediment)gone from thence to Cambridze. 

4. To his very pertinent Inſtance of #2«44ing a Daw over the 
Thames at Greenwich, or at London Bridge, it is worth no better 
anſwer thea this © © That 
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Thatifſucha Dam would ſave the City of Zander from 


Level ) and that a better River were madeto uphold the Na- 
vigation; and all this Authoriſed by an A of Parliament ; 
Ike not where the crime would lye. AndIfhould be very 
ſorry, that the Saſle at Se/4ers Load ſhould bring half that 
danger and impediment to the -Watermen here , as doth the 
paſſing through London Bridge to thoſe there : And yet for the 
common benefit, the Watermen there are contented to diſ- 
pence with their own Intereſt. And yetI know not, whether 
that Bridge was ſet by Authority ofan Ad of Parliament, as 
the ſaid Safle undoubtedly was, 

The Adventurersdo not ſay , That more canyot be done by 
man : but they ſay, That what i already dowe hath been ſufficient 
$0 improve the Navigation. And here the Defender begins 
to confelle, That the- Navigation may be the better above the 
Saſſes, by keeping up the water 5 but what availes that, /4 the 
Channel be loft beloy ? Let him take no care for that; for if 
there wereany danger of that, the Drainers would be as {en- 


 fible thereofas he, or the Town of Zi can be, | 


5- That the (ommifroners ſitting at Ely in March Laſt, did mot 
view the Navigation at Lin, Tt was enough, thatthey Uid ſee 
the Navigation within the Level; and for that of Lis, they 
were ſufficiently informed by good witneſſes upon oath, as 
aforeſaid. | 

6, He wonders, with what confidence Fhe undertakers tintd 
affirm, that it was proved, at the eAdjudication, that full as muth 
( if not more ) freſh water did run out at Lin Haven , as for- 
merly. | : 
This is undenyably true. But to underſtand it, the De- 
fender muſt know, thatthe Riverof Near ( being paſſed Pe- 
zerbargh Bridge)did Branch it ſelfformerly mtothree ſtreams; 
whereof one went towards Crywhind, angtber towards W/ ; 
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being drowned (as the Dam at Sa/ters Zoad doth all the South 


i | | (22) | 
7 bich, by Mortons Leame; and the third came dowe to wittleſea, 
and Ramſey Meare, and from thence (by Bevills: Leame, and 
Lower.by Plantwater ) . part went out: by isbich; and the : 
remainder of this third part of the Near ( which. did- not iſſue 
by Wisbich ) fell down to Well Creake, (a narrow Chan- 
nel )andſoto Zz,; which courſe it holds ſtill, Butifhe ſay, 
That more water wo'ild come that.way by Stanground Safſe, if it 
were not reſtraine 1; it will be made appear ( as was hinted be- 
fore )that a greater part of the Ou/e went to ibich by the 
VVelſtwater, and Welzeariver ( which is now carryed wholly 
to Lin )then will counteryaile the ſtop that is made of that 
part of the Neas it Stanground Saile, which Safle was ſet about 
fourteen years ſince,and ſo the water Near diverted from com- 
ing to Liz; and by the late works, the water of O/e is prevent- 
ed from going to #4sbich.So that the diverſion was before, and 
the additionof waters ſince;, and yet before the benefit there 
was no complaint for Navigation.:.- + :+ | 
| | Theſeventh is anſwered formetly. _ : 
| 8. That the rai/jng of the prices of water carriages was 4 contri» 
wance of the watermey, It was proved at Ely, that Alex the 
waterman wenvevery week with his Boats from Cambridge 
to Lis, and back again ; commonly wih five Tun weight; 
and for the ſamerate he formerly took z which weekly paſ- 
ſage he hath continued all this ſummer. - It will reſt upon the 
Defender to name any man before the draining, that made 
this voyage ( being 120, miles ) conſtantly, with ſuch a lading 
or in leſſe.then a —_ time : and this. will trouble him more 
then hu Demonſtration. | 
9. That there was never any conſtant and cert:in Navigation 
between Lin and Cambridge ( in ſummer time ) till ſince the dr ain- 
#g. Which isa truth ; and it ſtands upon this bottom, That 
in ſummer time the neap Tides were not high enough, to help 
their Liters over the gravel below Ely - which ſhall be proved 
(if he pleaſe)by an hundred witneſſes. The 
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The concluſion of that Clauſe, to wit , Therefore the Petiti- 
oners were not to be relieved, even inParliament, isnot any where 
( that Iknow/) aſſerted by the adventurers ; but is his own infe- 
rence, Thatwhich they ſaid, was this (and they think they 
have reaſon on their ſide ) That they #72 deſire to know the opini- 
on of the Houſe, in this Particular, whether matter of Fat, already 
heard aud determined hefore Legal }ndges(n6t at all impeachel as cri- 
minow or corrupt) ſhould be reexamined before the Committee of 
Petitions; 'Which was ſo ſober a demand ; that I do wonder 
any man of conſcience ( or indeed of Common ſenee )) can in- 
terpret this,to the qur{:c2227g of 1h: power of Parliament; and 
much lefle, to the giving of Laws to the Supream Authority, © 

' And for that he ſpeaketh of che want cf power in the Commiſ< 
ſioners after the Adjudication; and would make that the ground 
_ of their appeal to the Houſe : Tt is clear by the Alt for Draining, 
that ( notwithſtanding the judgement given )they are for three 
years after, a ſtanding Judicature ; and that they now are, and 
hereafter are to be, without limitation of time , Commiſho- 
ners of Sewers within this Level, But for the 7»con/itencie,, 
which he hath diſcovered, between Navigation and Draining, 
There is no ſuch thing, They do agree/ for ought I know ) 
like man and wife together; and may alwates do ſo, if buſie 
and enyious men do not raiſe jealouſies, and foment quarrels 
between them purpoſely to ruine both - which hath been too 
much practiſed of late. | 

To that he ſaith, That Prejudice is done to Navitation ſince 
the Adjudication, and would make that another groynd for ax 
appeal to the Houſe, Though there can be no pretence for any 
ſach thing (the contrary being m.nifeſt ) yet let me aske him 
this queſtion : why he did not trie the Commiſhoners here in 
the Country, or the Commiſſioners ſitting at Zondor . before 
he flew to the Houſe? forif they _ either ſhewn want - 
po, = will, 
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will, or want of power to relieve him, he might have had 
ſome colour for his appeal. ButT am apt to believe, that this 
Gentleman had heard of Sir John Maynards letters ( before 
mentianed ) and from thence grew confident that he ſhould. 
carry all before him. | I | | 

Forl am certainly informed, that the Enemies ( or rather 
the enviers ) of this noble. work; - when they had long '( in 
yain ) labourcd to prove the Level not drained, then fell to al- 
ledge that Dr4/nime did not meliorates which miſtake , ,or ra* 
ther falhood, being ſo irrationall, thatall men condemned it 5 


they ( as a laſt refuge ) flew to the Navigation; (-gs knowing 


that if the ſame had not been preſerved, it was the overthrow 
of the work,as indeeditis; )And/through the dryneſs of the 
ſeaſon )they indeavoured by fallacies to overthrow the work; 
but the falſhood and ſubtilty of their allegations being caſte 
to be diſcovered by knowing men upon the place, they leave 
the Judges, appointed to determine upon the place, and en- 
deavoured to have their complaints heard by the Committee 
of Petitions, who they knew could got be ſpared to go to the 

Place, and diſcover their fallacies. | | | 
To that which followes, Anſwers have alzeady been given; 
andevery part of his Argument , either confefled and avoy- 
ded, or fully refuted ; though not alwaies in the ſame Order 
they ſtand in his Diſcourſe; leſt I ſhould have rhade this 
( confuſed enough already ). as intricate and perplexed as 
Jus. 7 
And now, my Lord ( after tyring your Lordſhip, and my 
{elf ) I am quitt, hope, ofthis tedious wrangler , who bath 
forced me to draw out this 'Scroll beyond the ordinary 
length of a Letter; leſt he might have thought that: he 
had. ſaid ſomething , that could not be Anſwered 3 And IF 
doubt not , but - your Lordibip, and all lnclligent men 
h U are 
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are fully ſatisfied, that the Navigation is not prejudiced by 
the works of Draining ; but contrarywiſe made more Conſtant, 


. Eaſie , and Certain, then it was before, So craving þardon for 


this long trouble, I humbly kiſſe your Lordfhips hand, 
| and reſt 


e My Lonk 

Jan.18, 1653 Tax Lordfipemſt 
| Humble 

SERVANT; 
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